462     SOCIETTY AND RELIGION                                                                                     History and Culture of the Andhras
Dasara, celebrated for ten days in Aswayuja, is a festival of Goddess Durga. In some
of the major temples the Devi's idol is attired in succession as one of her manifestations
everday. In olden days, the village gods used to be carried to the border of the village and
brought back to the temple. Saml-puja was conducted in memory of the Mahabharata story,
marking the closure' of the ajnatavasa of the Pandavas. Until recently, children of the schools
were led in a merry procession along the streets singing special songs for the occasion. The
teachers used to take them to various houses of the village where the teachers and their
disciples were treated with gifts and eatables.
Deepavali, which means a festival of lights, is also a festival of sounds made by all types
of crackers, Specially organized 'combats' with crackers and the like used to be conducted
in some places as an expression of bravery.
Makara Sankranti, which falls usually on January 13-14 of every year and marks the
beginning of "Uttarayana", is a major festival In Andhra and Is called peofcfa pandaga. Apart
from the astronomical Importance it has, it coincides with bringing home the harvest. Sun-god
is worshipped during this festival with the preparation of new rice boiled in milk. Liberal
alms-giving and sharing of the produce with those that render traditional services mark this
festival. It is customary to invite the son-in-law married within the last one year home and
celebrate his visit. This festival is also an occasion for the worship of cattle, the pride
possession of the farmer.
Maha Sivaratri is a major festival celebrated at ail Saivite temples. The festival is a day
of fasting and keeping awake all night in meditation. At Kotappakonda in Quntur district and
some other places, the festival is celebrated'wtth devotees bringing prabhas, tall, cloth-covered
bamboo structures erected on bullock-carts, displaying Saivite legends and symbols on them.
Villagers vie with each other in preparing such prabhas as tall as they could.
Major agricultural operations are resumed again after summer. The formal beginning of
these operations are made on the Full-Moon day of Jyesta, which is called 'Yeruvaka Punnami'.
Other festivals Include "Naga Panchami" (in Sr&vanam) and "Nagula Chaviti" (In KaWMfflm),
both connected with the worship of the serpent-god, "Sravana Purnima" associated with the
initiation of Vedic studies in the olden days, "Atla Tadiya" (in Bhadrapadam), a special festival
for girls and women and "Mahalaya Amavasya" (in Bhadrapadam), an occasion for ancestral
worship are other important festivals.
Some festive occasions like the jayantis of incarnations and saints are observed regularly
by the connected temples. "Nrisimha Jayantr and "Hanumat Jayanti" are quite popular,
Almost all the days In the week came to be associated with one god or the other so that
those days are observed as holy days and in some cases they are marked by fasting. Both
Smarthas and Vaishnavites observe Ekadasl (the eleventh day of the month) as a day of fast.
The entire month of KarGka is considered hory by Salvttes and they fast during the daytime.